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American Lurcher Field Trials
Lurcher field trials developed in the United States nearly a century ago.   Owners of hunting coonhounds would gather to test how well and how fast their coonhounds could track a raccoon and tree it.  This is known as a coonhound field trial. This tradition continues today and is sanctioned by the United Kennel Club (UKC).  It appears that in the early 20th century some owners bred just a little bit of greyhound into their coonhounds to try to make the dog a bit faster at tracking and treeing a raccoon.  Over the years, more and more greyhound was bred into the dogs to the point that the sport evolved into lurcher field trials.  Since lurchers are, by definition, a mixed breed dog, these field trials are not sanctioned by the UKC or the AKC.

Currently the lurchers used in American Lurcher Field Trials fall into two broad types:  running dogs and swimming dogs.  Running dogs typically are anywhere from ¾ greyhound to nearly pure greyhound.  Swimming dogs tend to be about ½ greyhound.  The sighthound portion of the dogs appear to be mostly greyhound although there may be a little bit of whippet in the dogs.  The non sighthound part of the dogs is typically some type of coonhound.  

Running dogs are primarily used for treeing field trials, although we have heard of them being used as pure racing dogs.   Swimming dogs are used in swimming field trials.  

TREEING FIELD TRIALS:
The course:  Typically a path is mown though a field, ending in a tree or large pole.  There may be some naturally occurring obstacles such as bushes or other trees.  Snow fencing is often used at curves to help keep the dogs on the path.  A raccoon in a cage is placed in the tree at the end of the course.  A line is drawn around the tree/pole.  

The event:  The owners hold the dogs at the beginning of the course.  The order is given to release the dogs and they race to the tree.  Unlike National Greyhound Association (NGA) racing, bumping or otherwise impeding the other dogs is encouraged.  There are two goals the dogs are expected to reach -- First Line and First Tree.  The first dog to cross the finish line (which is approx. 60 feet from the tree) wins First Line.  There is also a circle drawn around the tree.  The first dog to bark inside of the circle wins First Tree. 
There are various levels of competition, indicated by a dollar amount.  A given dog has more chance of winning a lower level race (for example a $100 field trial) than a higher level (for example a $600 field trial).  Typically, an owner would not risk a high quality dog by entering it into the lower level field trials where it might get injured.  But unlike NGA greyhound racing, there are no regulations as to which dogs can compete at which levels.  

The winning dog wins a purse for their owner.  There is a purse for First and Second Line and another purse for First and Second Tree.

The events take place in heats over the course of 1 or 2 days.  
There are also Claiming Races.  For these events, you can buy a ticket for each dog.  If you hold a ticket for the winning dog, you are entered into a lottery for the chance to purchase the dog for a predetermined price (based on the race the dog ran in -- for example $100).  If your ticket is pulled, the owner of the dog must sell it to you for that predetermined amount of money.

SWIMMING FIELD TRIALS

The course:  A starting box is placed on one side of a pond.  A tree or large pole is placed on the other side of the pond.  The raccoon is placed in a cage on a small float in the pond.  A line is attached to the float to pull the raccoon across the pond.  

The event:  The dogs are released from the starting box and the raccoon is pulled across the water with the dogs swimming after it.  There are two goals the dogs are expected to reach:  First Line and First Tree. The first dog to cross the finish line (which is approx. 6-8 feet from the tree; where the water stops) wins First Line.  There is also a circle drawn around the tree.  The first dog to bark inside of the circle wins First Tree.
As in the treeing event, the dogs are encouraged to do whatever it takes to win.  Also like the treeing event, there are different levels of competition, purses are won, and there are claiming races.
